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Mortality at All-Time Low in 1948 


INETEEN FORTY-EIGHT set a_ 
N new low record for mortal- 
ity, according to the experi- 
ence among the many millions of 
Industrial policyholders of the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Com- 
pany in the United States and 
Canada. Last year was the fifth in 
succession to show an improvement 
in mortality (exclusive of enemy 
action). The death rate for the year 
was 6.5 per 1,000 policyholders, as 
compared with 6.6 in 1947, the pre- 
vious low. The new minimum in 
1948 was reached despite the high 
incidence of respiratory diseases in 
the early weeks of the year and the 
heat spell of late summer, each of 
which resulted in a sharp rise in the 
number of deaths. 
The improvement in mortality 
was quite general, as may be seen in 


the table on the following page. 


Among white females, virtually 
every age group recorded a lower 
death rate in 1948 than in 1947. The 
declines ranged from two percent at 
the oldest ages to almost 20 percent 
for the group 15 to 24 years. The 
marked improvement in mortality 
among young women was due, in 
good measure, to the sharp drop in 
the death rates from tuberculosis 


and accidents, as well as to the de- 
cline in maternal deaths. Among 
white male policyholders, a decrease 
in mortality occurred in all but two 
age groups. At ages 35 to 44 years, 
the death rate remained practically 
unchanged from the year before; at 
65 to 74 years, the death rate was up 
1.5 percent from 1947, 

As a result of improved mortality 
conditions, the average length of life 
(the expectation of life at birth) 
among Metropolitan Industrial pol- 
icyholders was about one third of a 
year greater in 1948 than in the year 
before. The average length of life 
was 67.16 years in 1948, as com- 
pared with 66.86 years in 1947. The 
average has increased more than 10 
years in the past two decades. 

One of the most noteworthy de- 
velopments in very recent years has 
been the sharp drop in the mortality 
from tuberculosis. The death rate 
from this disease fell from 34.2 per 
100,000 policyholders in 1946 to 30.6 
in 1947, and further to 26.5 in 1948. 
This represents a decline of better 
than 22 percent in two years. In the 
decade immediately preceding (1936- 
1945) the rate of annual decline 
averaged 4.8 percent. For white fe- 
males the age-adjusted death rate 
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from tuberculosis reached the ex- 
traordinarily low point of 12.9 per 
100,000 in 1948 ; for white males the 
corresponding rate was 36.5. Al- 
though the mortality is much higher 
among the colored—53.3 per 100,- 
000 for the females and 76.9 for the 
males—the death rate in each of 
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these groups has shown marked im- 
provement in recent years. 

The mortality from the four prin- 
cipal communicable diseases of child- 
hood, with a rate of 1.1 per 100,000 
insured, also reached a new low in 
1948. Scarlet fever, diphtheria, and 
whooping cough each recorded mini- 





TABLE 1.—DEatTH RaTEs PER 100,000 PoLICYHOLDERS FROM ALL CAUSES, ExcLupING 


Enemy ACTION. 


WHITE PERSONS BY SEX AND AGE PERIODS. INDUSTRIAL 
PREMIUM-PAYING BUSINESS, W 


eekly and Monthly Combined 


METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 1944 To 1948 









































DeatH RATE PER 100,000 | ree ——* 
AGE PERIOD flee — 
YEARS | 
1948T | 1947 | 1946 1945 | 1944 | 1947 1944 
WuiTtE MALES 
1-74 Crude..... 683.9 679.5 | 681.8 706.6 715.5 | + 0.6 — 44 
1-74 Stand*.....} 782.7 789.7 | 799.1 847.4 867.3 | — 9 — 928 
ne 145.1 152.6 170.1 175.2 195.1) — 49 ~25.6 
a or 71.2 78.8 87.0 91.3 105.9 | —96 -32.8 
10-14........ 61.1 68.0 74.6 80.7 91.6 | —10.1 33:4 
15-19 113.0 122.8 145.1 169.1 1798 | —80 | —37.2 
2 a 157.5 158.8 225.4 341.9 329.9 - 8& | —52.3 
a) 185.9 201.4 228.2 287.5 277.0) — 7.7 | —32.9 
35-44........ 468.6 467.1 486.8 521.6 528.0 3 11.3 
SS 1,193.8 | 1,203.7 | 1,210.9 | 1,213.6 | 1,2394 |) — 8 mae 
55-64........ 2,581.6 | 2,626.0 | 2,560.5 | 2,622.5 | 2,704.5 = £9 - 4.5 
65-74. ....... 5,540.3 | 5,461.1 | 5,394.2 | 5,687.2 | 5,818.6) + 1.5 — Ag 
WHITE FEMALES 
| 

1-74 Crude. .... 519.0 | 528.5| 5444] 547.3| 577.8 ~ 1s 10.2 
1-74 Stand*.....} 471.5 489.0 510.5 | 522.8 560.7 | — 3.6 15.9 
| eee 116.7 116.7 141.5 139.0 165.6 | Nochange| —29.5 

a ree 45.9 48.9 59.8 62.7 67.1 — 61 | —31.6 
10-14........ 37.3 39.4 46.8 50.9 58.3] —5.3 | —36.0 
15-19........ 53.1 65.4 66.8 69.5 85.9 | —18.8 we? 
y=, 76.9 96.4 112.5 100.0 120.2 —20.2 ~36.0 
cS 122.0 133.0 150.2 157.7 172.9 — $3 —29.4 
35-44. ....... 260.9 273.7 291.8 301.4 323.1 —= a7 —$9.3 
45-54........ 621.7 656.2 671.9 698.6 753) — 53 —12.3 
55-64........ 1,466.2 | 1,498.1 | 1,543.9 | 1,577.7 | 1,663.2 — 2.1 —11.8 
65-74........ 3,804.9 | 3,879.5 | 3,990.0 | 4,073.1 | 4,434.1 | — 1.9 —14.2 























*Standardized for age on the basis of the Industrial policyholders, 1947. 


tProvisional. 


Note—The death rates in this table differ from the rates previously published onthe basis of the 


Weekly Premium-Paying business alone. 














January 1949 


STATISTICAL BULLETIN 3 





mum rates. Measles alone recorded 
a rate above its all-time low. But 
considering that 1948 was a 
“measles” year, the figure of .5 per 
100,000 is also favorable. Deaths 
from these conditions are becoming 
a rarity in our country. 

Among the other diseases to regis- 
ter new low rates in 1948 are 
syphilis, diarrhea and enteritis, ap- 
pendicitis, and diseases of the 
puerperal state. All these conditions 
have increasingly been brought 
under control through the wider use 
of penicillin and the sulfa drugs. 
The death rate from the puerperal 
diseases (2.3 per 100,000) declined 
26 percent during the year, and is 
now less than one half the rate 
recorded as recently as 1942. The 
drop in the mortality from appendi- 
citis has been equally striking. 

The death rate from diarrhea and 
enteritis established a new low in 
1948, but the figure (2.7 per 100,- 
000) was only slightly less than the 
previous minimum recorded in 1946 
(2.8). Although there has been an 
appreciable decline in mortality from 
diarrhea and enteritis over the years, 
the improvement has not been as 
great as for some of the other child- 
hood Diphtheria, which 
registered a rate approximately the 
same as that from diarrhea and 
enteritis in 1911, now causes less 
than one tenth as many deaths in this 
insurance experience. 

Because of the high incidence of 
the respiratory diseases early in the 
year, the improvement in the mor- 


diseases. 


tality from pneumonia was some- 
what less than in the years immedi- 


ately preceding. Nevertheless, the 
death rate from both influenza and 
pneumonia registered new lows. The 
combined figure of 21.9 per 100,000 
is fully 40 percent below the average 
for the 10 years 1938 to 1947. There 
is, as yet, no indication of the spread 
of the current European influenza 
epidemic to this continent. In the 
event of such an outbreak, the use 
of penicillin and the sulfa drugs 
should help materially to reduce the 
mortality from the intercurrent in- 
fections, which normally are respon- 
sible for most of the deaths. 

In contrast with the generally fa- 
vorable health picture in 1948, was 
the experience for acute poliomye- 
litis. The number of reported cases 
in the general population of the 
United States (27,658) has been ex- 
ceeded only once before, in 1916. 
Fortunately, the case-fatality rate 
was one of the lowest on record. The 
death rate in this insured group last 
year was twice that for 1947—1.0 as 
compared with .5 per 100,000—but it 
was less than in 1946, when several 
eastern and middle western States 
experienced increases in the inci- 
dence of the disease. 

In recent years the increases in 
mortality have been largely concen- 
trated in the diseases of middle and 
later life. The year 1948, however, 
was favorable even in this regard. 
Cancer alone among these diseases 
showed an increase in death rate, 
from 109.2 to 112.0 per 100,000. 
Diabetes and the diseases of the car- 
diovascular-renal system as a group 
each registered death rates some- 
what lower than in 1947. The decline 
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TaBLE 2—CrUDE DEATH RATES PER 100,000 PoLICYHOLDERS FROM SELECTED CAUSES 
Tota Persons, ALL AGES. INDUSTRIAL PREMIUM-PAYING BUSINESS, 
Weekly and Monthly Combined. METROPOLITAN LIFE 
INSURANCE ComMPANY, 1911 AND 1938 To 1948 








| | 
1947) 1946; 1945 1944| 1943 


ea nf a Se 

| ae ~*~ | | | 

ALL CAUSES—TOTAL. . ./ 653.1 /659.1 — 3 771.1 — 743.7 J 704. 6 722.7) 745.1) 748.4) 755.5) 1,253.0 
—Exeluding enemy | | | | | 


Cause or Dear poor 1942 1941 1940] 1939) 1938) 1911(a) 


























GCROR... 2.60% 653.0 1658.6 672. 9 687. F 711.6 729.3 700.1 722.3 744.9 748.3 755.5) 1,253.0 
| | | | 
Typhoid fever,.............. 0.1| 0.1! 0.2 03 0.3) 0.3 od 0.5 0.7 0.7} 0.9) 22.8 
Communicable diseases of foe oF | | | 
CHUMNOOT...... 0.0 cccee. 1.1) 1.3) 1.9) 2.2) 2.3) 3.0) 2.6) 3.1) 2.9) 40) 6.1) 58.9 
EE 5} 2) 6 2} 7 Ot ]S} 3] s4 
Scarlet fever.............. } aj} alo al 3 a od a al Sl a) 1A) 13.1 
Whooping cough...........) 3) 5 6 9 - Ll} 1.3) 1.2) 15) 19) 71 
NON as saan cea xs 2) 6 6 8 6 6 6} 8} 1.2) 16) 273 
Influenza and pneumonia... .. 21.9} 24.0) 28.4) 29.0) 39.9 40.4 33.1 41.6 42.4 51.4) 56.8 131.1 
_ eS 1.5, 2.6, 4.1) 3.2) 8.0) 60) 4.2) 7.6) 7.7) 9.7) 74) 15.9) 
Pneumonia—all forms exons 20.4) 21.4) 24.3) 25.8) 31.9) 34.4) 28.9 34.0) 34.7) 41.7) 49.4! 115.2(e) 
Tuberculosis—all forms... ... | 26.5] 30.6) 34.2) 34.4 37.0) 38.3) 39.9) 40.9] 43.7) 44.8) 46.7) 224.6 
Tuberculosis of respiratory | | | | | | | 
system 24.1) 27.7) 31.0) 31.1) 33.5! 34.4 35.9) 37.1) 39.5) 40.4 41.8) 203.0 
eee 6.3} 6.8) 7.3) 7.7) 8.6) - 10.0) 10.7} 11.7) 10.9) 11.2) 11.0 
Acute poliomyelitis.......... ldi 5 id SS if a oat 5 3 1.6 
Cancer—all forms........... 112.0) 109.2 107.3 105.3 102.9) 101. 9 102.2 100.7 103. 1100.6 98.1 68.0 
Diabetes mellitus............ 23.4) 23.7| 23.6 _ 25.7| 26.7) 26.4) 26.0) 29.0) 27.0) 24.4. 13.3 
Principal chronic cardio- | | | | | | 
vascular—renal diseases. . . . 307.3/308.2 305. 2)305.6 311. 1 323.5 306.3 305.6 321.0 312.9 302.0) 301.0(e) 
Cerebral hemorrhage... .... | 59.2) 59.7) 59.5; 59.7) 59.2) 61.0) 56.8) 57.3) 58.9, 58.1) 57.2) 64.2(e) 
Diseases of coronary arteries | | | | | 
and angina pectoris. ..... 75.5| 72.5) 65.8) 62.9) 59.8) 58.1) 55.7 | 53.2 52.7, 46.5) 41.3°  (d) 
Other chronic heart te a ae Oe ee 
diseases (¢)............. 139.8 140.7 142.8 143.7 149.8 157.4 147.6 146.5 154.3 157.8 151.0 141.8 
Chronic nephritis.......... 32.8, 35.3) 37.1) 39.3 42.3) 47.0) 46.2) 48.6 55.1 50.5 52.5 95.0 
Diarrhea and enteritis........| 2.7) 3.3) 2.8) 3.9) 4.9) 4.7] 4.6) 5.2) 4.4) 5.2] 7.0! 27.9 
AppeNdicltls. 0.0... 20.0600. 2.6} 3.1) 3.4) 4.7) 5.3) 5.4) 5.8) 7.1) 9.2) 10.2) 10.4 10.9 
Puerperal state—total...... 2.3] 3.1] 3.3} 3.6) 4.1) 4.3) 4.7) 49 5.2) 5.7) 6.6) 19.8 
Total external causes.........) 50.4) 53.1) 68.4'146.9 127.2) 74.4 63.2) 61.2) 59.0) 59.5 62.5 97.9 
Suicide. . . 6.8) 7.3! 7.5} 6.4! 6.3! 6.5! 7.3) 8.0! 9.0! 9.1! 9.7) 13.3 
Homicide... . 3.4; 3.7; 39) 3.1) 2.9) 3.2) 3.5 3.6) 3.6) 43) 4.5 7.2 
Accidents—total.... 40.1) 41.6, 45.6 53.6) 51.4) 50.3) 47.9 49.2 46.2 46.0 48.3. 77.4 
Home accidents. .... 9.5} 9.8) 10.8) 10.1) 10.6) 11.6; 11.1) 10.9) 11.4) 11.4 11.9 (f) 
Occupational accidents...) 4.6) 5.1) 4.9) 5.1) 58) 68) 7.2) 74 65 59 61 (f) 
Motor vehicle accidents 13.9) 15.3) 16.0) 14.6) 13.5) 13.0) 16.5) 20.9) 18.3 18.5, 18.7 2.3(e) 
War deaths (enemy action).| 1} —.5) 11.4) 83.8 66.6 144 45) 4 2 J @) | - 
Other diseases and conditions 95.6) 91.9] 97.2 (102. 3 107.7 ‘110.9 105.3 114.5 112. 2)115.0)122.5; 260.2 
| | | | | | | | 
* Provisional. 
(a) Based on Weekly Industrial, ages 1 and over. 
(b) Includes aneurysm of the aorta for the years 1940 to 1948. 
(c) Excludes pericarditis, acute endocarditis, and acute myocarditis. 
(d) Included in other diseases and conditions. 
(e) Not comparable with the rates for 1938 to 1948. 
(f) Not available. 
(g) Less than 0.05 per 100,000, 
Note—The death rates in this table differ from the rates previously published on the basis of the 
Weekly Premium-Paying business alone. 
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in the mortality from chronic nephri- 
tis, cerebral hemorrhage, and the 
chronic heart diseases more than off- 
set the increase in the death rate 
from the diseases of the coronary 
arteries and angina pectoris. 

Among the external causes of 
death, both suicide and homicide 
registered lower rates last year than 
in either 1946 or 1947, but they con- 
tinued above the level of the war 
For accidents (all forms), 
however, the death rate in 1948 was 
at an all-time low. Fatal mishaps in 
the home and in industry were at a 
minimum in this experience. The 
death rate from motor vehicle acci- 
dents dropped from 15.3 per 100,000 
in 1947 to 13.9 in 1948, despite a 
sharp increase in the registration of 
motor vehicles and in the amount 
of travel. In relation to mileage, 
the loss of life from motor vehicle 
accidents was at a record low last 
year. 


years, 


The above report for 1948 takes 
on added significance because this 
year was the 40th in the Company’s 
health and welfare service. Through- 
out these years, the Metropolitan 
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has played an increasingly active 
role in promoting health and con- 
serving life not only among its pol- 
icyholders, but among all the Ameri- 
can people. The Company’s health 
demonstrations—on the control of 
tuberculosis in Framingham, Mass., 
and infant mortality in Thetford 
Mines, Quebec—and the work of the 
Influenza-Pneumonia Commission, 
are now landmarks in American 
public health history. The Metro- 
politan has stimulated a wide variety 
of activities in health education, in- 
dustrial hygiene, safety and other 
fields, and has helped to direct them 
into productive channels. In co- 
operation with other organizations, 
public and private, the Company has 
aided in raising the standards of 
health departments and of nursing 
services throughout the country, in 
securing more adequate funds for 
health purposes, and in arousing 
public support for the care and pre- 
vention of disease. 

The Metropolitan is proud to have 
contributed its small share to the re- 
markable progress in the public 
health and wellbeing of the Ameri- 
can people in the past four decades. 





Cancer Among Children 


V 7 itu the continued and drastic 

reduction in childhood mortal- 
ity from the infections, there has 
been a radical change in the relative 
importance of deaths from cancer 
among children. This is clearly ob- 
served in the data for children in- 
sured in the Industrial Department 
of the Metropolitan Life Insurance 


Company. At ages 1 to 14 combined, 
cancer, including leukemia and 
Hodgkin’s disease, now is the second 
ranking cause of death from disease, 
and at 5 to 9 leads all other diseases. 
As recently as 1930, cancer was not 
even among the first 10 causes of 
death among children. In 1946-1947, 


cancer accounted for one out of 
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every nine deaths from diseases at 
ages 1 to 14, whereas in 1930 it was 


responsible for only one in every 50 
such deaths. In the general popula- 
tion of the United States, well over 
2,000 children now 
conditions each year. 

In view of the commanding posi- 
tion which cancer now occupies in 
the total mortality picture among 
youngsters, the facts with regard to 
trend and other characteristics are of 
distinct interest. The death rate from 
cancer among the insured children 
was 7.1 per 100,000 in 1943-1947, an 
increase of about 40 percent since 
1930-1934. The rise was. slightly 
greater for boys than for girls—42 
percent and 36 percent. The death 
rate among boys is now nearly one 


die from these 


third higher than among girls. 


TABLE 


AGEs 1 To 14 YEARS. 


| Ages 1 to4 


TYPE or SITE 








1—DISTRIBUTION OF DEATHS FROM CANCER* 
METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE 
WEEKLY PREMIUM-PAYING INDUSTRIAL BUSINESS, 1943-1947 
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the most common 
type of fatal cancer in children. As 
Table 1 it for 
nearly one half of the cancer deaths 
at 1 to 4, for a little more than two 
fifths at 5 to 9, and somewhat 
over one third at 10 to 14. Cancer-of 
the bladder and kidney now ranks 
second at ages 1 to 4, but it declines 
rapidly in relative importance with 
advance in age. 


Leukemia is 


shows, accounts 


aves 
age . 


The brain is third 
in the list at the preschool ages, but 
5 to 9 and 
to 9 years, brain 


is second at age periods 
10 to 14. At 
cancer accounts for more than one 
fifth of the total mortality from 
malignant diseases. Cancer of the 
bone features prominently in later 
childhood. Hodgkin’s disease consti- 
tutes a relatively unimportant part 
of the total. 


S 


ACCORDING TO TYPE OR SITE 
COMPANY 


Ages 10 to 14 











Number P — eo Percent Number ae 
Deaths | KY ~ al oe De athe a otal | I beaties } ‘Total 
| | 
athe Fp ieee < ene 2. = 
Tota CANcERt....... 391 | 100.0 | 559 a4 100.0 | 493 | 100.0 
| Sa . a Ee ee 
SIRT TERE | 184 47.1 237 | 42.4 | 177 35.9 
Hodgkin’s Diseaset....... | 7 1.8 as i 241 2 4.3 
Cancer of | ‘ 
Digestive System... ... | 17 4.3 | 23 4.1 f 5.5 
Respiratory System... .! oe } te | 7 | Ral ge 4.5 
Bladder and Kidney... 62 | 15.9 wi 64 | 7? 1.4 
Brain and Central Nerv- | am 
ous System.......... 56 | 14.3 124 22.2 | 84 17.0 
ee 45 | 11.5 |} 117 | 20.9 | 83 16.8 
Central Nervous | | 
System. ... aoe > oe 7 1.3 | 1 0.2 
Bone... 6 : | 26 4.7 56 11.4 
All others.... 53 13.6 | 82 14.7 99 20.1 





*uctudes the teukeusias ont Wedehia s Disease 
tIncludes glioma not specified as to malignancy 
tIncludes aleukemia. 
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TABLE 2—DeEaTH RATES PER MILLION FROM CANCER* AMONG CHILDREN 1 To 14 YEARS 












































OF AGE. 1943-1947 AND 1930-1934. Megrropo.iran Lire INSURANCE 
Company, WEEKLY PREMIUM-PAYING INDUSTRIAL BUSINESS 
ns $$ ee _-—---— $$$ —_____________———__-_ } 

AGEs 1 To 4 YEARS | AGEs 5 To 9 YEARS | Acss 10 ro 14 Years 
— Death Rates | Death Rates | Death Rates 
“| no i eee Percent 
1943- | 1930~ | Change | 1943- | 1930- | Change | 1943- | 1930- | Change 
1947 | 1934 1947 1934 | | 1947 | 1934 
|__| | 
Tota, CANCER{............. 96.9 | 75.5 | + 28 | 66.4 | 41.6 | + 60 | 52.2 | 38.3) + 36 
Including Glioma, Unspecified..| 99.4| t | ¢ | 7.6) ¢ | ¢ | 543) fF 
ee, Oe ee 46.8 | 31.0} + 51 | 29.9 | 16.6) + 80] 19.5 | 11.3) + 73 
Hodgkin's Disease .......| 1.8} 2.6| —31} 2.9] 3.3] —12] 2.3] 43] —47 
Cancer of | | 
Digestive System......... 43) 553i —2| 2.9] 2.9) ..... 3.0| 3.4] —12 
Respiratory System....... 1.5] 1.4] + 7/ 09] 1.2] —25] 2.4] 1.4] +71 
Bladder and Kidney....... 15.8| 14.9] + 6| 4.7| 3.7] +27| 0.8| 1.3| —38 
Brain and Central Nervous 
System..............+-. 14.2] ¢ t |15.7| ¢t t 9.3! ¢t t 
| ERA eres 8.9] 2.6] +242/104}] 3.9] +172) 7.1] 2.7] +163 
Glioma, Unspecified. .... . 2.51 t t 4 t t S47 3 t 
Central Nervous System..| 2.8] t t 0.9) ¢t t 0.1} ¢ t 
MN ois ticokaandanhiwaes 1.5] 2.0] —25] 3.3] 30] +10] 6.2] 4.8] + 29 
' 





























*Includes the leukemias and Hodgkin's Disease 


The data for 1943-1947 exclude glioma not specified as to malignancy, in order to maintain compar- 


ability with the figures for 1930-1934. 
tNot available. 
* Includes aleukemia. 





The mortality from cancer in 
childhood is highest at the youngest 
ages, as is evident from Table 2. 
In 1943-1947 the death rate at 1 to 4 
years was 40 percent higher than at 
ages 5 to 9 and more than 80 percent 
higher than at ages 10 to 14. 

The increase in the death rate 
from cancer has been s::hstantial at 
every period of childhood, but great- 
est at 5 to9 years. In this age grouy 
the rise was 60 percent, as compared 
with 28 percent at the preschool ages 
1 to 4, and with 36 percent at 10 to 
14 years. 

The outstanding feature of the 
trend in this insurance experience 
has been the large percentage in- 
crease in the recorded mortality from 


malignant brain tumors. The death 
rate at ages 1 to 4 was more than 
three times as high in 1943-1947 as 
in 1930-1934; at ages 5 to9 and 10 to 
14 it was more than two and one half 
times as high. The death rate from 
leukemia also has increased sharply 
in each of these age groups. As 
Table 2 indicates, the trends for 
other major sites show considerable 
variation according to age. 

While the figures on cancer in 
childhood do not make cheerful read- 
ing, the situation looks worse than 
it really is. Actually, a part of the 
recorded increase in the mortality 
from cancer in childhood is prob- 
ably spurious. It reflects more accu- 
rate diagnosis, with the result that 
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cancer is now being reported on 
death certificates in increasing num- 
bers. The general air of pessimism 
which has prevailed in the past with 
regard to the prognosis for many 
types of cancer in childhood is grad- 
ually lifting. An increased propor- 
tion of children with cancer are now 
receiving medical attention in the 
early stages of the disease rather 
than after long periods of delay, as 
was formerly the case; and an in- 
creasing number of children are sur- 
viving 5 and 10 years after treat- 
ment, according to reports in the 
medical literature.* 

The prominence of cancer as a 
cause of death in children clearly 
points to the need for increased at- 
tention to this problem in the cancer 
control program. The American 
Academy of Pediatrics, as part of its 
national child health program, has 
endorsed a coordinated study of 
cancer among children by physicians 
and hospitals. Specific procedures 
for the early diagnosis of cancer 
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which are suitable for this age period 
of life must be developed. Parents 
should be educated to extend health 
supervision for their children well 
beyond the period of infancy, in 
order to give physicians greater op- 
portunity to detect early cases. Cer- 
tainly, a greater readiness on the 
part of physicians to investigate ap- 
parently harmless growths and swell- 
ings in children is in order. Efforts 
should be directed toward familiar- 
izing parents and teachers with the 
abnormal physical signs and with 
symptoms, such as unusual mental or 
emotional behavior, which may give 
the first clues to the presence of 
brain tumors in children. 

The main hope for the control of 
cancer lies in basic research on the 
fundamental causes of the disease. 
Such research, coupled with the in- 
creasing knowledge of the medical 
uses of nuclear energy, may ulti- 
mately yield new methods of diag- 
nosis and treatment which will re- 
duce the toll from cancer in child- 
hood. 


*Dargeon, H. W., “Cancer in Children From Birth to Fourteen Years of Age.” The Journal of 
the American Medical Association, Vol. 136, page 459, Feb. 14, 1948. 


The Frequency of Remarriage 


HERE has been a definite in- 
pen in the frequency of re- 
marriage since the early years of the 
century. Persons married more than 
once now constitute a larger propor- 
tion of the total number of married 
couples, despite a decline in widow- 
hood at the younger ages. The ex- 
planation, of course, lies in the re- 
marriage of divorced persons, whose 
numbers have been increasing rapid- 


ly, and among whom the remarriage 
rate is very high. These conclusions 
are derived from an analysis of the 
data in the census returns of 1910 
and 1940 which show the marital 
status of native white women at ages 
15 to 74 years; the results are pre- 
sented graphically on the next page. 

The proportion of remarried 
women among those who were previ- 
ously widowed or divorced was 
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REMARRIAGE IN THE UNITED STATES, 1940 AND 1910 


NATIVE WHITE WOMEN, 


REMARRIED WOMEN AS PERCENT 








AGES 15 TO 74 YEARS 


REMARRIED WOMEN AS PERCENT 
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Source for basic data: Bureau of the Census, Population, Differential Fertility, 
a. C., 


Fertility by Duration of Marriage, Washington, 


about one sixth greater in 1940 than 
in 1910, While the chances of re- 
marriage have increased at every 
period of life, the greatest improve- 
ment is observed among the widows 
and divorcees at the younger ages. 
In the age range 25 to 34 years, for 
example, somewhat more than three 
fifths of them were remarried ac- 
cording to the figures for 1940, as 
compared with about one half in 
1910; at other age 
periods can be gleaned from the left- 
hand panel of the chart. Obviously, 
the proportion remarried at the older 
ages has not increased to the same 


comparisons 


extent as at the younger ages. In 
fact, at ages 65 to 74 there has been 
only a slight increase from 1910 to 


1940 and 1910— 
1947, pages 323 and 325. 


1940. 
cause 


is understandable be- 
the chances 


This 
for remarriage 
among widows and divorcees at the 
ages past midlife have been ad- 
versely affected in recent decades by 
the growing deficit of eligible men 
at the older Further analysis 
of the data indicates that the pres- 
ence of dependent children reduces 
by more than one eighth the chances 
of remarriage for women past the 
childbearing ages. 


ages. 


The greater popularity of remar- 
riage, as would be expected, has in- 
creased the proportion of families 
resulting from second or subsequent 
marriages. As may be seen from 
the right-hand panel of the chart, 
among native white women, the pro- 
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portion of those married more than 
once to all married women living 
with their husbands, has risen by 
more than two fifths since 1910. 
Thus, in 1940 one out of every 10 
wives had been previously married ; 
the proportion advances with age 
from about 2 percent at ages 15 to 
19, to more than 13 percent at the 
oldest ages. 

The abnormal conditions engen- 
dered by the war have increased 
further the proportion of persons in 
the population who have been mar- 
ried more than once. The divorce 
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rate has increased even among estab- 
lished families, namely, couples mar- 
ried for more than five years. At the 
same time, remarriages have played 
a significant role in the war and post- 
war marriage boom, with widows 
and divorcees accounting for one 
sixth of all recent brides. As a con- 
sequence of these trends, wives who 
have been married more than once 
are relatively more frequent at pres- 
ent than at any time in the past half 
century or longer; they now repre- 
sent about one out of every eight 
married women in our country. 


Further Decline in Appendicitis Mortality 


REAT progress has been made 
© in the past decade in reducing 
the mortality from appendicitis. 
Among white persons insured in the 
Industrial Department of the Metro- 
politan Life Insurance Company, the 
death rate from this cause (at ages 
1 to 74 years) was 2.7 per 100,000 in 
1947-1948 as compared with 11.1 in 
1937-1938, a drop of 76 percent. The 
trend has been downward without 
interruption throughout the decade, 
and in fact, for a number of years 
prior. There is good reason to be- 
lieve that the death toll from the dis- 
ease will be reduced still further in 
the immediate future. 

In the past decade the decline in 
appendicitis mortality among these 
insured was slightly more rapid 
among the females than among the 
males. In each sex, every age period 
shared generously in the progress 
made. The greatest improvement is 
observed in the age range 5 to 45 


years, where the drop in the death 
rate between 1937-1938 and 1947- 
1948 amounted to more than 80 per- 
cent. At the preschool ages 1 to 4 
years, the decline was a little better 
than 70 percent. Even at ages 65 to 
74, where the decrease was smallest, 
the death rate from the disease was 
halved in this short time. 

Outstanding among the factors 
which have contributed to the re- 
markable results noted above, has 
been the widespread use of the sulfa 
drugs and penicillin in cases of the 
disease complicated by peritonitis. 
But the fact remains that such cases 
are still subject to a much higher 
mortality risk than are those not thus 
complicated. In order to reduce the 
frequency of peritonitis, it is neces- 
sary to continue the educational pro- 
gram urging people to seek medical 
care without delay and warning 
them against the use of laxatives in 
the presence of abdominal pain. 
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CRUDE DEATH RaTEsS* PER 100,000 PoLICYHOLDERS FROM SELECTED CAUSES 
INDUSTRIAL PREMIUM-PAYING BusINEss, Weekly and Monthly Combined 
METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 

DECEMBER 1948 





ANNUAL RATE PER 100,000 PoLICYHOLDERS* 
































CAUSE OF DEATH | Year 
December | December adits 
1948 | = 1947 
} » 1948 | 1947 | 1946 
Aut, Causes—TOTAL.............4. 634.7 | 644.5 | 653.1 | 659.1 | 684.3 
—Excluding war deaths...| 634.6 644.3 653.0 | 658.6 672.9 
oo ss ik en aa ewe 0.1 | — 0.1 | O.1 | 0.2 
re tao kien on alaculactss oe .3 - | om .6 
See eae ee eee ~ oe alk A 1 a 
CUM isa 5c ois 0 a sw e0 4 a 3 2 .6 
AA en renee ate ay 3 e Shee .6 
MN scare ch. cicind Wisse thie iey ipin b Sua sea ee! 2.0 | 1.3 2.6 4.1 
Pneumonia (all forms).............. | S7.E | 282 20.4 21.4 24.3 
Tuberculosis (all forms)............. | 23.2 | 24.6 26.5 | 30.6 34.2 
Tuberculosis of respiratory system. | 21.2 23.0 24.1 | 23 32 31.0 
aR PS Ee aR aren RE 6.0 6.3 | 6.8 7.3 
Acute poliomyelitis................. L.2 4 1.0 m Ls 
Cosmet (ON BetUS)... . 5.6 cece csces | 111.4 103.2 112.0 | 109.2 107.3 
Ee ee re 22.7 21.6 | 23.4 23.7 23.6 
Principal chronic cardiovascular-renal | 

ee tanewee tie | 302.8 | 301.2 307 .3 308 .2 305 .2 
Cerebral hemorrhage.............. 61.4 | 59.8 $9.2 | ei 

Diseases of the coronary arteries | | 
and angina pectoris............. 74.8 72.8 13.39 72.5 65.8 
Other chronic heart diseasest...... | 134.4 135.3 139.8 140.7 142.8 
CREOING MEDUEINIS..0.055 i cess | Be.2 $3.3 32.8 35.3 Ry | 
Diarrhea and enteritis..............] 2.2 2.0 2.8 3.3 2.8 
CN a re 2.2 2.6 2.6 2.4 3.4 
Puerperal state—total.............. a2 2.5 2.3 3.1 3.3 
NE elas fun er ae wsnsd. Svs eh erasaver aad 7.4 5.9 6.8 7.3 3 
OS Se Ae nace ere SS ee 3.4 ke 3.9 
Accidents—total.....4.........006: 37.7 | 37.8 | 40.1 | 41.6 | 45.6 
Home accicentse..........662600> 9.1 7.7 9.5 9.8 10.8 
Occupational accidents............ 4.6 4.1 4.6 a 4.9 
Motor vehicle accidents........... | 13.7 14.3 13.9 13.3 16.0 
War deaths (enemy action).......... i e pe ao 11.4 
All other causes of death............ 92.9 106.7 95.6 91.9 97.2 

















*The rates for 1948 are subject to slight correction, since they are based on provisional estimates of 
lives exposed to risk. 

tinternational List (1940) titles 92, 93 (c), (d), (e), and 95. 

Note—The death rates in this table differ from the rates previously published on the basis of the 
Weekly Premium-Paying Business alone. 
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MORTALITY FROM ALL CAUSES 
METROPOLITAN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY: INDUSTRIAL PREMIUM-PAYING BUSINESS 
WEEKLY AND MONTHLY COMBINED 
DEATH RATES PER 1000 ANNUAL BASIS Hae figures are pomnd) 
10 an on 


| 
~--== 1947 


| 
| 





| 

| 
—-| a . 

| | 


<1 
~ ae 
oF 
































| 
| 
ACL SS a ee EE 
0 | a a es cae ars Nona Sn Cee OAS a CT J 
(occ) JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC 


1947 7.2 66 74 7.2 68 63 63 59 61 63 62 64 
948 7.3 68 74 69 68 61 63 60 63 60 60 63 





Note—The death rates in this chart differ from the rates previously published on the basis of 
the Weekly Premium-Paying Business alone. 
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